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(Editor's note: The official date of the University of Dayton's 150th anniversary is March 19,
the Feast of St. Joseph. UD will hold a spring convocation for faculty and staff at 3:30p.m. on
Friday, March 24, at the Frericks Center to strengthen and renew the University's Catholic and
Marianist identity. A listing of other sesquicentennial events can be found at
www.udayton.edu/150/)
'UD VOICES' A COLLECTION OF ESSAYS THAT EXPLORES
PEOPLE, EVENTS AND LIFE OF UD, NOW AVAILABLE

DAYTON, Ohio- Because this year's University of Dayton men's basketball team
broke the 20-win barrier in their regular season- for the first time in 31 years- comparisons
to past UD hardcourt teams are inevitable.
But there is one team that veteran fans will never forget. Coach Don Donoher's 1973-74
squad shocked a national audience when it nearly beat the best team in the country in triple
overtime.
"More than any other contest, the clash with UCLA in the NCAA regional in 1974 put
UD on the map as a national basketball power," writes Larry Schweikart in Voices of UD, a
just-released book of essays that examines some of the major elements that have come to define
one of the country's leading Catholic institutions. The book costs $19.95 and is available at the
UD Bookstore and Books & Co.

Voices is a collaboration by the professor of history and hvo UD colleagues and is part
of the University's sesquicentennial celebration this year. Tom Columbus, editor of the
University of Dayton Quarterly alumni tabloid, and Barbara Farrelly, a lecturer in the English
department, each wrote two of the book's eight chapters.
"These essays are snapshots of UD throughout its 150-year history," says Schweikart,
who edited the book and wrote four of its chapters. "It's about some of the major movements
that have shaped the success of the University."
The 194-page book, packed with many black-and-white archival photos, touches on the
University's history, religious life, student life, teaching, research, sports, greater Dayton
connection and the future.
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Aside from sports, Schweikart writes about UD's Research Institute (co-written with
colleague John Heitmann) and how it has become the region's leading not-for-profit research and
development organization. He also provides an overview of UD history and ~ chapter on
teaching at the University.
Columbus, who joined UD's public relations department in 1967, contributed essays on
religious life at the University and the close relationship between UD and the Dayton
community. In one chapter, he explores the way the University's Catholic and Marianist
character has manifested itself, particularly in the latter part of the 20th century.
Marianist philosophy today, he writes, "continues in friendships for life, in caring
hospitality, in service to others." On UD's close ties to the Dayton area, he adds, the glue inthe
relationship is based on "community, caring, love- and we share the same small spot on this
earth."
Farrelly, who earned her master's degree from UD in 1969, wrote essays on student life
and the present and future of the University.
In Chapter 3, "Student Life," she shows how the "UD family" phenomenon developed
its reputation. "Since the founding of St. Mary's School in 1850, students have felt they had a
vested interest in the well-being of their campus.... The children in the early days who shared '
responsibility for translating, planting, harvesting, and other chores with their Marianist
mentors, established a sense of community that continued throughout the many generations of
students who became part of the UD family," Farrelly writes.
She also reviews the struggles between students and administration, as well as among
the students themselves, for self-identification and definition.
"I think the reader will find Farrelly's stories on student life quite fascinating," says UD
Provost John Geiger, who oversaw the project. "She writes about student life at the tum of the
20th century and what it was like to be a student in the 1960s and '70s when many campuses
were practicing civil disobedience. She also touches on the effect the GI Bill had on student life
after World War II."
In her chapter on the present and future, Farrelly discusses the University's "Learning
Village" project, which is linking its students, faculty and staff in an online collaboration
for learning beyond the classroom.
She writes, "However transformed the University may become, our greatest resource will
always be our students, and our impact upon our various societies will remain in the heads,
hearts, and hands of those who find their moral center in their classes, in their campus lives, in
their interaction with faculty, staff, and administrators at the University of Dayton."
UD's sesquicentennial celebration, which runs through spring 2001, includes song and
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· dance, religion and humor, and events that range from film to philosophy. Among the highlights:
UD presented Elizabeth Dole with its first Leadership with Virtue Award in February; Erma
Bombeck's family will present her papers to UD's archives during the Erma Bombeck
Conference on Popular American Humor (March 29-April1); WDTN-TV (Channel2) will re-air
the documentary "Our University on the Hill: The First 150 Years of the University of Dayton
from 8 to 9 p.m. on Thursday, March 23; a 176-page, hardcover book titled University of
Dayton, From Nazareth to the New Millennium will soon be available for purchase; and UD's

Center for Social Concern has recruited more than 150 students, faculty, staff and alumni who
have pledged to perform 150 hours of community service.
- 30For media interviews, contact Larry Schweikart at (937) 229-2804 or via e-mail at
schweika@udayton.edu, Tom Columbus at (937) 229-3241 or via e-mail at
columbus@udayton.edu, and Barb Farrelly at (937) 229-3456 or via e-mail at
farrellb@udayton.edu. For review copies of Voices ofUD, please contact Jim Pickering at (937)
229-3241 or via e-mail at pickering@udayton.edu.

j

